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They are not, however, the only tenants of the south-eastern
coast, which is also (so says report) extensively colonized hy
thorough-going blacks, natives of Zanjibar and its vicinity, es-
pecially near the island of Massora and Kas-el-Hadd. By what
process these negroes got there, and what part they play in the
general drama of the land, I will afterwards explain. On the
present occasion I was much pleased with my Mena$eer in-
formant, who, grown daring by a first adventure, ended by pro-
posing to me a second trip in his society through the Great
Desert, and a visit hand in hand to the limits of Dofar and
Hadramaut. But enough, not of water but of sand, had been
mine already in the weary days of the aDahna" and "Nefood,"
and the projected expedition was deferred to an indefinite
future. The enterprise would certainly be laborious, and not
wholly without danger ; but its execution is not impossible, and
might lead to interesting discoveries.

Yoosef- ebn-Khamees delivered his presents and received fair
words, but little else. Kasim appeared to me even less amiable
than his father; narrow-minded and less well informed than the
old man, while at the same time he was more pretentious and
haughty. He affects the Nejdean in dress and manner, but has
far more devotion at heart for the diva pecunia than for the
precepts of the Coran. His men, like those of Justice Shallow,
had a "semblable coherence with their master's spirits," which
rendered their society dry and unprofitable.

Next morning we took leave of Kasim, and retiirned by the
way we came, to eat fish and drink bad coffee with Ebn-Thanee.
We waited yet a couple of days, hoping for a favourable wind
to convey us straight across the Gulf to 'Oman. The land
journey by the coast would have required at least a fortnight,
perhaps more; and the reports current in Katar touching the
rapacity of the Benoo-Yass, their treachery and other ill qualities,
did not encourage us to try their hospitality, especially with
Yoosef's presents and retributions in our keeping. Besides, all
affirmed the road to be even more desolate *and monotonous
than that of Katar itself, and that it could offer nothing to repay
our labour in traversing it. The sands of the Dahna reach the
very margin of the sea: a glance at the map will enable my
reader to understand this district